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7.12 What records are available in reading 
rooms, and how are they accessed? 

7.13 How are copies of publicly available 
records obtained? 

7.14 Redaction of Information That is Ex-
empt from Disclosure. 

7.15 Protection of Records. 

Subpart C—Availability of Reasonably 
Described Records 

UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

7.21 What does this subpart cover? 
7.22 Who administers this subpart? 
7.23 What limitations apply to disclosure? 
7.24 How do I submit a FOIA request? 
7.25 How does DOT handle first-party re-

quests? 
7.26 To what extent and in what format are 

records searched and made available? 
7.27 What are the designated DOT FOIA Re-

quester Service Centers? 
7.28 How does DOT handle requests that 

concern more than one Government 
agency? 

7.29 When and how does DOT consult with 
submitters of commercial information? 

Subpart D—Time Limits 

7.31 What time limits apply to DOT with re-
spect to initial determinations? 

7.32 What time limits apply to a requester 
when appealing DOT’s initial or final de-
termination? 

7.33 What time limits apply to DOT with re-
spect to administrative appeals (final de-
terminations)? 

7.34 When and how are time limits applica-
ble to DOT extended? 

7.35 When and how is the twenty day time 
limit for rendering an initial determina-
tion tolled? 

Subpart E—Fees 

7.41 When and how are processing fees im-
posed for records that are made available 
under subpart B or processed under sub-
part C of this part? 

7.42 What is DOT’s fee schedule for records 
requested under subpart C of this part? 

7.43 When are fees waived or reduced for 
records requested under subpart C of this 
part? 

7.44 How can I pay a processing fee for 
records requested under subpart B or 
subpart C of this part? 

7.45 When are pre-payments required for 
records requested under subpart C of this 
part, and how are they handled? 

7.46 How are late payments handled? 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 49 
U.S.C. 322; E.O. 12600; E.O. 13392. 

SOURCE: 79 FR 16209, Mar. 25, 2014, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 7.1 General. 

(a) This part implements the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as 
amended, and prescribes rules gov-
erning the public availability of De-
partment of Transportation (DOT) 
records. 

(b) Subpart B of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning the 
public availability of: 

(1) Records and indices that DOT is 
required to publish in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) 
(described in § 7.11(a)); and 

(2) Records and indices that DOT is 
required to make available to the pub-
lic in a reading room without need for 
a specific request, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2) (described in § 7.12(a)). 

(c) Subpart C of this Part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning 
records that may be requested from 
DOT under the FOIA, namely, records 
that DOT is not required to publish in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER or make pub-
licly available in a reading room under 
5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2)(A), (B), (C), and (E) 
and frequently requested records even 
if DOT has made them publicly avail-
able as required under 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2)(D). Because DOT and its com-
ponents make many of these records 
available on their Web pages (http:// 
www.dot.gov or http://www.dot.gov/foia), 
requesters may find it preferable to ob-
tain such records directly from the 
Web pages instead of submitting a 
FOIA request, if the Web pages contain 
records that meet their needs. 

(d) Subpart D of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning time 
limits applicable to processing requests 
for records under subpart C. 

(e) Subpart E of this part contains 
the DOT regulations concerning proc-
essing fees applicable to records made 
available under subpart B or requested 
under subpart C. 

§ 7.2 Definitions. 

Unless the context requires other-
wise, the following definitions apply in 
this part: 

Act and FOIA mean the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as 
amended. 
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